MS General Assembly on the 14th of September 2008.
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The Board’s recommendations on membership of ActionAid International 
Based on the report on “assessment of possibilities of entering into an association with ActionAid International” drawn up by the MS Board, the Board will negotiate and enter into an association agreement / affiliation agreement with ActionAid International.

As a foundation for this decision the following is considered important:
· To transfer more power to partners in the South.
· That MS is able to participate in international lobby, advocacy and campaign work.
· To establish a larger international element in MS’ solidarity work from people to people on building up a global citizenship 

· That MS is able to influence the building up of an international federal and democratic organisation that is working from the same foundation of values as MS itself
· That MS is given access to experience, knowledge and resources within a larger network.
· That MS can work with the promotion of democracy and have more impact on a broader scale.
· To release administrative resources in order to give more emphasis to the work of promoting the objectives of the association.
In its negotiations with AAI, the Board commits itself to secure that: 

a) MS will keep its name in Denmark.
b) MS will carry on as a Danish membership organisation with an elected political Board
c) MS will carry on with its information work and lobbying in Denmark.
d) MS will decide its own fundraising methods in Denmark.
e) MS will continue its work with having people from different cultures and backgrounds come together.
f) MS will maintain its democracy focus.
In its work in ActionAid, MS is committed to work towards: 

a) ActionAid maintaining a federal and democratic structure with MS being given influence both in the international board and in relevant committees and commissions
b) National ActionAid organisations, which are popularly founded within progressive circles in civil society in the individual country and enjoy general backing and respect in all countries. In the countries where MS is working we will make a special effort to secure that the national ActionAid organisation is firmly founded in those circles that work for a democratic development focussed on poverty alleviation. MS wants its work to promote that newly-established ActionAid organisations develop towards becoming genuinely membership-based democratic organisations within a five-year period after their affiliation with AAI (either in the form of individual memberships or as different forms of representative membership structures).
c) Facilitating and making certain that the national ActionAid organisations work with civil society in a way that encourages cooperation and builds up the capacity of a diversified civil society, so that ActionAid organisations do not develop into ”aid entrepreneurs” that become dominant on the local “fundraising market”.
d) Moreover, MS is committed to promoting the further development of ActionAid’s partnership approach, which is based on mutual respect for each other, and which serves to build up and develop partner capacities. 
e) MS is committed to promoting increasing and developing lobbying and advocacy activities in Denmark. 

f) MS is committed to playing a key role as a “centre of excellence” in ActionAid within the area of governance. MS is committed to the development and facilitation of knowledge within the democracy-theme and is committed to establishing structures of knowledge and offering courses that will strengthen both the national ActionAid organisations, relevant partners and other civil society organisations.
g) MS is committed to developing the aspect of people-to-people cooperation within ActionAid. MS will take on a central role when it comes to facilitating and establishing dialogue between people, both within individual countries, between different developing countries and between the North and the South. 

h) MS is committed to allowing grassroots, members and activists the possibility to establish direct international contacts through ActionAid.
i) MS is committed to becoming an effective player (through its European affiliates) in relation to the EU and its policies through ActionAid. 

j) MS is committed to working internationally in cooperation with other networks and organisations in order to make international campaigns and lobbying initiatives more comprehensive and strengthen their impact through ActionAid.
k) MS is committed to continuously developing its administrative set-up in an un-bureaucratic way with space for quick, efficient and clear decision-making and a flexible and user-friendly administrative culture in ActionAid.
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